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MANY REASONS TO
VETO SALARY ACT

Santa Fe, Feb. 26. The message
conveying the executive disapproval
of the salary measure sets forth in
some detail criticisms by the gover-
nor of the bill's provisions. It is as
follows:

"Santa Fe, N. M., February 26,
1916. "'To the House of Represen-
tatives, Second State Legislature,
Santa Fe, New Mexico:

“Gentlemen: | return to you
without my approval, Amended
House Bill No. 129, entitled ‘An Aect
Relating to County Officers.’ with
my objections to the same.

"I regret exceedingly the mm-l
sity that impels me to take this ac-
tion, but to sign this bill would, |
feel, violate the trust which | hold
for the people of New Mexico, To
permit it to become a law without
my approval would imply a lack of
courage to meet the emergency,
thus stultifying myself, at least in |
my own consciousness, if not in the
eyes of the people. In the classifi-
cation of counties, two counties of
the first class have about $22,000,000
worth of property each; while one
other has less than $15,000,000. Be-
tween first and second class coun-
ties there is a difference in valuation
of $5,750,000; between second and
third class counties a difference of
$1,750,00; and between third and
fourth class counties 81,750,000, The
difference in salaries, including dep-
uties, between first and second class
counties is about 25 per ecent; be-
tween second and third class coun-
ties 34 13 to 60 per cent, and be-
tween third and fourth class coun-
ties an average of about 35 per cent,

“The difference between valuation
in second and fourth class counties
if 83,600,000, The salaries for sec-
ond eclass counties are on an average
over 80 per cent higher than in
fourth class counties. The salaries
in the higher class of counties are
not only too high in themselves, but
much higher for the services to be
performed than in the lower class of
colinties,

“The work in any county treasurs
er's office in the state can be done
for 82,000 or less. Should the treas-
urer have $2,000 for supervision that
in some cases at least, does not sup-
ervise? The assessor is not neces-
sarily actually employed much more
than six months in the year. Two
good mea who know how to do the
work, can do it in six or seven
months,

*No county clerk earns more than
$2,600 and deputy hire can be pro-

vided according to the fees earned |expenses should
in the office, so that the allowance | every official whenever in the dis-

for deputies may increase as the
fees increase. The provision for
clerk hire is not just to some of the

counties and is noticeably unfair|difficulty should be encountered in

when a method is adaptable that
may be just alike to all.

“No provision is made for travel-

ing expenses for superintendents of
schools. | consider this is as neces-
sary as for sheriffs. The better the
work done in our schools the less
need there will be for officers to pre-
vent violations of the law. The
county surveyors would probably
have to shift for themselves without
pay.
*In one county the pay for an of-
ficial is fixed apparently according
to someone's idea of the work to be
done, since he is provided with only
$760.
: average for ministers of the
gospel throughout the United States,
1 understand to be about $663 per
annum. The average for school
teachers in the state of New Mexico
in $488.01; the average for city super-
intendents of schools is, | believe,
something less than $2,000,

“The compensation provided for
the county clerk for work done in
the district court is, in my opinion,
excessive in third class counties.

““The provision in Section 9 for re-
payment of moneys already received
by county officers in excess of what
is provided under this bill, is objee-
tionable and open to eriticism of the
(axpayers, though it might be satis-
factory to the officials who had to
make repayments, | do not quite

understand the full meaning of this
section, nor do I think the aver
oonnz commissioner, nor b
the ot attorney, would
to interpret it.

The burden of taxation apparently

o8 were examined and after consider-

able | tence of 20 days. This is good for

weighs heavily upon our people and
is bitterly complained of by the tax-
payers. When the constitution of
the state was under consideration
before its adoption, it was claimed
that placing county officers on a sal-
ary basis would make a reduction of
expenses  from the old fee system,
I believe it is even now claimed that
this bill will cause a reduction from
what the fees formerly were of
something like 50 per cent,

"“Now consider for & moment that
the only two officers who were paid
directly by the fees earned in the of-
fice were sheriffs and clerks. Each
of the assessors and freasurers was
permitted to withhold four per cent
of all tax collections as compensation,
so that compensation was limited to
specific sums. Under this bill, in
section 13, it is provided that ‘from
all taxes and licenses of whatever
character that may be collected, 8
per centum shall be deducted and
covered into the salary fund.' This
is in addition to all fees collected by
the various officials, and those fees
also go into the salary fund,

“'This being the substance of the
bill T am at a loss to know how any-
one is to reach the conclusion that
we shall save 50 per cent to the tax-
payers of the state by such legisla-
tion,

“In section 19 it is provided that
‘from and after the first day of Jan-
uary, 19156, the classifieation of coun-
ties shall be fixed and governed by
the assessed valuations as finally
fixed for the preceding calendar
year." Under this, should the basis
of valuation be fixed as | understand
it is contemplated by the legislature,
at the full cash value, to be deter-
mined by a tax commission, or other
authority with power to fix these
values as they ought to be fixed,
many of the counties now in other
classes would be in the first class in
1917 to remain there for four years
with salaries provided for in this
bill for officers in the first class
vounties,

“This s in many respects about
the same as the former salary bills,
The salary bill provided at the first
session of the first state legislature
was wrong; those presented since
were wrong, and this one is wrong.
Itis not fair and just to the tax-
payers of New Mexico. They are
entitled to an equal show with the
officials. This bill is not fair and
Just and should not become law.

““My opinion is that the salary of
no official should be over $2,750 net

NEW COUNTY SCHEME
IS NIPPED IN BUD

The scheme to put Montoya in
Guadalupe county then form a new
county from the east side of Guada-
lupe was nipped in the bud.

Alex. Street returned from Santa
Fe yesterday and says if the move
taken by the commercial club last
Thursday had not leen made the
scheme would have gone through
the house, and the citizens of Mon-
toya precinet would have been
thrown in another county.

Representatives Toombs, Mann
and Montoya were responsible for
the defeat of the bill in the eaucus
and promise to assist in defeating
same if it is ever brought up again.

Mr. Gallegos swears he had noth-
ing to do with putting this bill over,
but evidently somebody did and it
came near getting through, Even
the ejtizens of Newkirk, the propos-
ed county seat, knew nothing about
this movement.

Petitions were circulated in the
Montoya precinct asking that their
property be left in Quay county and
was freely signed by everybody,

The taxes of thiscounty are as low
and reasonable as possible at this
time. Nextyear the T. & M. rail-
road will add materially when taxes
will be paid for that road for the
first time.

It costs money to form new coun-
ties and benefits but few, so let
everybody think twice before they
sign a petition to be ecut off in an-
other county where they will be
bonded to the limit to build new
court house, ete,

DECISION AFFIRMED

Word was received last week
from Santa Fe that the supreme
court had affirmed the decision of
the lower court when it awarded
judgment in favor of C. W. Durrett
to the amount of $1205.50 damages
to trainload of cattle,

This case was tried before Judge
Lieb and the railroad company was
represented by Hawkins & Franklin
of El Paso, and Ed Mechem of Ala-
mogordo. Mr. Durrett’s side was
efficiently handled by Harry H, Me-
Elroy. He won the case here and
the railroad company appealed to
the supreme court, Briefs were
printed and both sides put up forei-
ble arguments, but the higher court
decided in favor of Mr. Durrett,

This victory shows Attorney Me-
Elroy knows his business and leaves
nothing undone to show his elients

to him and that the minimum should | are entitled to win, and his argu-

be §1,400. | believe that traveling

be provided for

charge of his duties he is required to
leave the county seat.
“It seems to me that not much

framing a salary bill if it is taken up
in a business way without regard to
those affected.  First, the salaries of
the officials themselves can be con-
sidered as fixed definitely from the
top to the bottom. The work for
the afficial himself is not mueh dif-
ferent in most of the counties. Af-
ter the salaries have been fixed defi-

ments are intelligent and convineing.

BANK PROBE

Las Cruces, N. M., March 2. The
legrislative committee, except Mr,
Rutherford, arrived this morning us
passengers on the special train car-
rying the Albuquerque boosters to
the Cattlemen's convention in El
Paso, Mr. Rutherford is said to
have left Santa Fe several days ago
and is supposed to be in El Puso as a
delegate to the convention. He will
be here tonight or tomorrow. The
party arrived in the midst of the
worst snow storm for vears, After

nitely sutlicient allowance should be breakfast the Republican members

made for the deputies in the various
counties to cover all the necessities
of the office, and be made according
to the probabilities of what would
be required in the offices of each
class of counties,

"I shall not at this time attempt
to discuss motives and purposes.
The fucts, as embodied in this bill,
are quite sufficient for present con.
sideration, so I willingly and confi-
dently leave the conclusions to be
drawn in accordance with the view-
point and interest of those chiefly
concerned,

""Respectfully yours,
“William C, McDonald, |

“Governor.”’

DISTURBS PEACE
Jim Kersley was arrested Tuesday
night at the home of Jane Read
where he had been stey.ng. He was
charged with breaking into the
house of Tules de Arando and dis~
turbing her peace. Several witness-

ing the evidence Kersley was fined
$26 and costs. He was unable to
pay fineso he was given a jail sen-

three meals a day and exercise with
the street gang,

l

went to the office of Holt and Suth-
erland where they remained in con-
ference with Reed Holloman, attor-
ney, and John Joerns; auditor ap-
pointed by the committee to investi-
gate the First State bank and the
State College as to their financial
condition and relations. Mr. All-
dredge, the Demoeratic committee-
man, flocked by himself until he got
lonesome, when he repaired to the
office of John H, Paxton, president
of the regents of the State College

and chairman of the Democratic
state central committee, where he
foregathered with C. C, Davidson,
attorney for Minority and presumed
rsonal representative of Governor
cDonald, although he denies the
latter impeachment.,

WHY TAX SOME?

The article written by *“‘Real Es-
tate Man'' last week voices our sen-
timents We have been running a
rooming house for several years and
have been forced to "“dig-up'’ every

three months or quit business, while
others who style themselves “pri-
vate'' carry on a wholesale business
without being asked to pay alicense,
some of them located on the main
business streets of our eity.

Hotel Keeper

——

FACTORY MACHINERY
WILL BE HERE SOON

We have had several inquiries
lately as to when this factory will
be ready for business, but on ne-
eount of not hearing from Mr Ray-
mond we were unable to give any
denite date,

The big warehouse was leased to
Mr. Dodson and he had it filled
with hides, grain, ete. He very
generously promised to vacate by
March 1st, and has done so. This
building is now being moved to the
ground donated to Mr. Raymond,
wnd placed in position to receive the
machinery,

The following message received
Saturday from Mr. Raymond shows
that he will be here soon and the
building will be ready none too soon
to receive the machinery. Here is

| A, H. Raymond."”

i We are certainly glad to know
that our city was chesen as the logi-
cal point in which to put this factory.

|Lut.tern are beiug received from
every direction in regard to when
factory will open and whether newly
cutgrass can beused. We under-
stand that grass must have been cut
at least sixty days and dry.
| Wheu the factory is ready to re-
Ttmhure shipments Mr. Raymond will
‘0o doubt place buyers in the terri-
|tory and good prices will be paid
for the produet. There is nothing
else to say and do until this factory
begins to turn out finished product
but we advise those who have any
bear grass to harvest or market to
be of good cheer because this isa
sure go and means much to land
owners in eastern New Mexico,

; “VENDETTA"

Movie fans will hail with joy the
announcement of George Kleine's
latest venture in filmdom, the pie-
turization of Marie Corelli's famous
novel, “Vendetta.” It would be
hard to imagine a subject better
adapted to the histrionic possibilities
| of the silent drama orone that could
|vield more thrills. The grewsome
'ntory of Count Fabio Romani awak-
ening in his own coffin and returning
home only to find his faithless wife
in the arms of his dearest friend, are
story elements capable of strong ex-
pression. Incidentally, the camera
robs them of much that is unpleas-
ant without losing any of their dra-
matic essentials. O pera house,
Wednesday, Mar, 10, Prices 10c and
20¢,

FLINT-SMITH

Thursday, February 25th, at the
home of Judge and Mrs. J. D. Cut-
lip, occurred one of the prettiest
home weddings that has happened
in Tucumeari when Caddie B. Smith,
of Murdock, this county, was united
in marriage to Homer D. Flint, of
the same place.

A. F. Coddington officiated as best
man, and Miss Nellie Hershberger
was bridesmaid, while little Miss
Florence Prentice made a pretty
flower girl. The wedding service
was conducted by Judge Cutlip in
his inimitable way. Only a few in-
timate friends were present as the
participating couple desired no no-
toriety, hoping to surprise their host
of friends in Tucumeari and in the
Murdock neighborhood.

After the ceremony a sumptious
wedding repast was served by Mrs,
Cutlip, assisted by Mras. R. A, Pren-
tice and the evening was spent in
games and merrymaking.

Mrs, Flint is perhaps the most
‘widely known lady in this county, on
nccount of being United States
Land Commissioner at Murdock, a
post held by few women in the
whole eountry,

Mr. Flint has not been a resident
of Quay county for so long a time as
his bride, but comes well' recom-
mended from Colorado and Kansas,
in which states he has represented
the Western Union Telegraph Com-
pany since 194,

The many friends join this paper
in expressions of good will and hopes
for u long and happy journey to-
gether through life,

WANTS TO KNOW

How about our south roads we
have been hearing so much about?
Good roads sounds good bué
going to have good roads from
parts of the county where
raised? Romds that start nowhere
and end nowhere are of no benefit
any community.

We refer to the Amarillo road
west. Why don’t we build
where we need them? If we
tinue huilding roads as at present no

:
g SES

sis

transeontinental
roads with “high-filuting’’ names to
one side and build roads that will
benefit the county.

Will the Good Roads Commission-
evs bulld roads to bring trade to

on his lar weekly trip. This
means 1 from one
and shows the citizens of Quay coun-

;g':

communities interested or will they
the message : continue to deal as heretofore in
“I am shi mnmmof transcontinental dreame? The pub-
machinery. » reach Tu-|lic is entitled to know.
h.““‘“"m‘;'.'::dy “L%m If these bonds are voted on the
reaches there. Kindly give my re-! People the money should be put into
gards to everybody, Will be with|the hands of a man or set of men
! you by time machinery arrives. who know how to build roads that

will be of benefit to the property
owners—the people who pay the bill.
Farmer.

WILLIAMJEFTREY
William Jeffrey died Friday at the
home of his mother, Mrs. Thomas

cause of his death was pneumonia.
The deceased was well known in

this section and was held in high es- | He stated that he had
teem. He was a consistent member | tives,

of the Presbyterian Church and died
in that faith. He leaves behind to
mourn his loss a mother, three sis-
ters and two brothers, One of his
sisters, Miss Grace Jeffrey is at pres-
ent une of the teachers in the Tu-
cumecari Schools,

The body was taken to Quay for
burial Saturday. The funeral ser
vices were conducted by Rev. Hug-
gins of Quay, -

THE POUND
Now Mister Brown
Drove into town
And turned his plug aloose.
“I'll come t back

““To this old
“To tie him, what's the use?"’

An auto honk ’
Made that old bronk i

Light out, and run “'like Ned." |
Endmrer life
Of child and wife,
Of infant and grey head. 4
The "City Dads,”’
asked no scads;
put no team in pound,
"The Law, they state,
“Is inviolate
“He drew a hack around."
Old “*Widow How"'
(Who keeps a cow)
Has children four ‘‘to raise.”
A common's near,
Feed isso dear--
She ties her there to graze.
She pulls her stake,
Or rope does break;
She’s nowhere to be found,
Sought high and low,
At last they go
And find her in the “'Pound.”
A dollar is
The cost, and ‘tis
The last bone in her purse.
But she can rub
At the wash tub,
Her crime could not be worse.
For folks have lawns,
And cows have horns,
She mlﬂt have €'t their grass.
It miﬁh she
Wou k a tree,
Or break a window glass,
Just hitch your cows,
When they would browse
On grass or tumble weed,
To some old hack
And then, Jl&.
To them they'll pay no heed.
C. E. Cusack.

RESOLUTIONS OF SYMPATHY

We, the teachers of the Tucum-
cari Schools, wish to express our
deep sympathy with one of our fel-
low-workers, Miss Grace L. Jeffrey,
in the sickness and death of her
brother,

Better than cold words of formal
comfort is the assurance we desire

 citizens of the United

of civil cases to serviee
m-ﬂ- in or on behalf of the
or county, and stated that they
were entitled to tunum expenses
in connection with all civil processes.
Hesaid the defect was a result of
zmmmu:fofgun Uh..
& suspension rules,
Nllwﬂu:tm by the
senate n was reported
tolllo.bou.
CLAUDE HENRY
Claude H .l:thon.ulnng
M 0 fm
lle, Mo mmu
y young man
came West in an mrtmmnm
from an case of tubercu-
losis but his coming was too late.
no near rela-
bﬂdn& funortajl services were
local ndgmkh‘ .
lors by Rev, A. N. Evans. '!'h-h’:'dy
was interred in the Sunnyside Cem-

to the scope and character of re-
quirements for the examination is
oo.Twmd in section 265 of the Man-
val.,

This examination is open to all
tates who

meet the requirements.

ays with pay;
$30 a month for housekeeper, can
wife of male teacher. Examination
may be taken in Tucumeari.
W. Herrle, Sec'y. C, 8.
Tucumeari, N. M.

KIRK

The plains country of Quay
county is wishing for a little dry
weather for oat planting.

Billie Furguson and ], E, Mitch-
ell of Petersburg, Hale county,
Texas, are here prospecting. They
will probably locate as they like
the country,

J. C. Brown, who has been at
Hobart, Oklahoma the past two
years, is back on his place.

The infant son of L. O, Hudson
and wife died Sunday, Feb, 21 and
was buried at the Rayland ceme-
tery Tuesday evening. The griet
stricken parents have our dempest
sympathy in this secmingly unec.
casional loss,

D. D. Branson and Sons sold a
bunch of calves to Harry Frost of
Puerto, N. M.

Charley Smith, recently from
Oklahoma, entertained the young

le of this community Tuesday
wight.

J. T, Staleup Jr. sold a span of
mules to Warren Wilkerson one
day last week,

Clay Smith of Lawton, Okla., is
now a resident of this part of Quay
county.

D. D. Branson and son made a
busioess trip to Tucumecari last

Miss Grace Mason and Bonnie
Branson were guests at the Hoy-
land home Sunday night,

Silvie and Roy Branson attended
thiauu at Quay Friday night.

A, -m‘“w
iqumnbm&kwn‘:"

Mrs. Caddy B. Smith aod Homer
l"l!:tm.’tldl'w.“‘ 2

——




